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BUS SHELTERS 
Grievance 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [9.51 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure and is about 
the need for more shade and sustainable bus shelters in built-up areas.  Global warming is a reality.  Even the 
most irrational of economic rationalists are realising that depleted old-growth forests, fossil fuel burning 
acceleration and a hotter planet are driving up costs of production, as well as impacting on the future health of 
planet Earth and those of us left twirling on its mortal coil.  Therefore, what can we, living in what is sometimes 
the world’s third most livable city, with a caring, environmentally aware and nurturing state government, do to 
improve our planet? 

When I was Mayor of the Town of Vincent, we created awareness of greenways and urban forests, and actually 
boosted the new planting of trees in the borough.  Does it make a difference?  In the United States, a Sacramento 
county urban forest project led to city canopy cover going from 17 to 45 per cent.  This saved the city three 
percent in energy costs at peak times, and saved residents, on average, $20 each in heating and cooling costs 
annually.  United States long-term research indicates that each percentage of canopy cover increase results in a 
0.04 to 0.2 degree Centigrade reduction in temperature.  They are April 2005 figures.  On St Georges Terrace or 
other major thoroughfares in my electorate, such as William Street, there are not too many trees.  When the sun 
shines, as it does frequently in Western Australia, all the bitumen, pavement, concrete, bricks, glass and steel 
create heat and move it around like a roll of alfoil in a microwave. 

In Western Australia we have an excellent bus shelter grants scheme, under which local councils are subsidised 
to build shelters.  It has been in only recent years that the mainstream housing and construction industry has 
become more aware of the benefits of passive solar design and other techniques to help the sustainable bottom 
line.  I want the minister to consider that sustainable, organic and beautiful sturdy vine shelters should be eligible 
for subsidies under this scheme.  I will lay on the table for today’s sitting some photographs of such vine shelters 
that protect bus travellers and help the urban environment in the Thailand capital. 

[The paper was tabled for the information of members.] 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Can you table the elephant as well? 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  The elephant Chang Mak-mak will be tabled for the minister!  As an aside, I will say that for 
many years the minister and I have had a debate on the merits of topiary - art work with hedges.  The minister 
has a firm view against -  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  No, no, no! 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  All right. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  I miss that kangaroo out at the airport.  The thing I used to love about it was that 
topiary kangaroo. 

Mr J.N. HYDE:  Very good.  These vine shelters provide well-spaced shelter on many Thai streets, even outside 
ministry offices.  Similar to Western Australia, Thailand is experiencing a pronounced long-term drought and an 
increasingly hotter climate.  These bus shelters are pleasant and inviting, and they make people feel good about 
public transport.  Occasional rain, particularly the lighter rain that Perth gets, is also kept at bay by a good 
foliage cover.  Yes, Perth does occasionally get 50 millimetres of rain in one day, but we are spending dollars 
and building infrastructure to cater for 300-kilometre-an-hour cyclone impact shelters for 365 days a year.  Our 
major weather impact in Perth is sun, and skin cancer kills more Western Australians than do the sniffles from 
being caught out in a sudden shower.  More expansive natural canopy is needed, rather than fewer, smaller steel-
glass bomb shelters. 

WA’s existing shelters consume much energy when they are built.  They often attract vandalism, and require 
expensive and sometimes harmful cleaning fluids and paint to be used in their maintenance.  I am sure that 
builders and others will try to give a notional building cost for these shelters, but we should use a triple-bottom-
line life-cycle cost for infrastructure.  I would argue that natural shelters that need water, but not cleaning 
chemicals, deter physical vandalism and, more importantly, the urge to vandalise.  Importantly, they can increase 
the canopy cover in an urban environment and lower energy costs.  Given the breadth of our state’s flora, I am 
sure that there are local plants, vines and trees that could be used as part of Western Australia fostering more 
dynamic and landscaped shelters.  It is not rocket science.  I remember as a kid, on those scorching 40-degree 
summer days on the farm in Moulyinning in the wheatbelt, that we would let some dam water into a small paddle 
pool set up beneath the shade house, which was covered in vines at the side of the farmhouse, to keep cool.  My 
own house in the inner city of Perth has no awnings on its substantial west-facing windows.  However, I have 
three grapevines supported by 2 x 1 recycled jarrah battens that provide natural awnings in spring, summer and 
autumn, and help keep my home cooler. 
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I have mentioned that the Town of Vincent intends to carry out a massive upgrade of William Street, from 
Brisbane Street down through the East Perth Redevelopment Authority demilitarised zone of Newcastle Street, 
and into the Tigers country of the City of Perth.  The Deputy Mayor of the progressive City of Perth, Councillor 
Tudori, rang me last night and spoke effusively of the good things that the minister is doing, and of her 
relationship with the council.  The council much appreciated the minister’s visit to the City of Perth.  The 
progressive City of Perth is also looking at eventual street enhancement to garnish the magnificent William 
Street gateway into the new underground railway line’s piazza.  Local businesses, residents, much of the Town 
of Vincent council and the local member would like to see a modern streetscape that acknowledges the local 
multicultural influences of those who have worked, lived and gathered in William Street.  Given the 
sustainability credentials of the Town of Vincent and of the minister’s ministry, perhaps the town could consider 
natural, sustainable bus shelters as part of the upgrade.   

I was going to mention that the reason I was under the bus shelter in Bangkok was that I attended a meeting in 
January at which we looked at the $90 million increase in gold exports to Thailand.  I think it is a fair swap.  We 
are getting $6 million more in stamp duty in WA from gold exports.  It would be a fair return for us to import a 
sustainable idea from Thailand. 

The SPEAKER:  I know that the fact that the member has been speaking at the table is a new measure.  
However, he should still address his comments through the chair.  The member should not have his back to me.  
He must learn to address his comments through me when he stands at the table. 

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.59 am]:  I thank the 
member for this grievance.  The member will well know that my philosophy is: let a thousand flowers bloom.  
We certainly want to encourage that in many senses.  We want the creativity of our members to be given as 
much leeway as it can possibly be given.  If we get a greener city in that process, that will be fantastic.   

I share the member’s deep concern about the operation of cities as heat sinks.  Some of the research around the 
world shows that large cities, particularly some United States cities, are up to 10 degrees hotter than their 
surrounding areas.  That has a very real impact on the liveability of a city.  It has a very real impact on the 
consumption of electricity.  As we in Western Australia know only too well, the massive growth in the use of 
airconditioning during the summer peak periods has become a real problem for the community.  Certainly, we 
are expending an enormous amount of greenhouse gas in what is arguably not a terribly sustainable way of 
dealing with the problem.  We have to do a lot to address the issue of how to lessen the heat sink.  I am pleased 
that the member said that when he was the Mayor of Vincent, the town had a greenways project.  I wonder 
whether the member for Perth could help me in my campaign to get rid of those hideous prunus trees, which are 
not green but red and which seem to dominant landscaping in the public areas in the Town of Vincent.   

More seriously, we need to address this issue.  Rooftop gardens on high-rise and medium-density buildings will 
have to be one of the techniques that we embrace to deliver the sorts of savings in the consumption of electricity 
to which the member has referred.  I certainly share his belief in the overall principle.  Obviously bus shelters are 
one way in which we might start dealing with the issue.  As the member has pointed out, this would offer an 
option for getting some greenery into those otherwise denatured environments, particularly in highly built-up 
areas where there is very little road reserve left for the planting of trees.  There is an opportunity to at least trial 
the idea and see whether we can get a suitable species that will work in the Western Australian environment.  
Obviously, we do not have quite the same tropical environment as that in Bangkok, so the rate of growth cannot 
be expected to be as quick.  However, there are some varieties of creepers that grow pretty rapidly, even in a 
Western Australian environment.  I have made it clear to the Public Transport Authority that we want to support 
a trial of this idea.  We would be happy for either the East Perth Redevelopment Authority or the Town of 
Vincent to be involved in it.   

I am glad that the member also made reference to the bus shelter scheme, one of my pet projects.  It is a policy 
that I devised when I was the opposition spokesperson on transport, and we put it into our election platform in 
2001.  Since then, we have delivered $500 000 a year for bus shelters.  There had been no state government 
funding of bus shelters since 1994.  Since that time, we have put some $2 million into the provision of bus 
shelters.  Some very attractive bus shelters have been built throughout the metropolitan area.  I am pleased to say 
that the current round is out for application, and we expect to make decisions on those applications in June.  I 
have made it clear that we want to accommodate a trial of this new proposal within that.   

I commend the member for Perth, who is always thinking about sustainability issues.  When he travels, he is 
always very eager to bring back ideas and new technologies; indeed, that is as it should be.  I am glad that he 
makes his trips work for the state.  I hope that we can make this idea work, because we have to address the issues 
of not only getting great liveability by bringing back some nature to our cities, but also solving that profound 
underlying problem of cities acting as heat sinks.  This might be one small step.   
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I think the elephant is interesting.  I am holding up the picture of the topiary elephant for the benefit of those 
members who have not seen it.  I am quite happy to have topiary kangaroos, koalas, numbats and platypi dotted 
throughout the municipality.  It takes all types.  I thank the member for Perth for this very interesting idea.  As I 
say, let a thousand flowers bloom, and we will do our best to fertilise them.   
 


